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Transition describes the movement that takes place from one familiar setting, including the home, to 
another. This policy describes the process to support children in settling in to their new learning 
environment when they start school. 
 
Aim 
At Holme Valley, we want our children to experience a smooth transition to school so that they feel happy 
and secure when they move from their nursery, child minder and home, into school. We want the parents to 
feel welcome and to understand the importance of them being partners in their child’s education. We 
welcome children from up to 18 different providers each year, and we want to ensure that all of our children 
have a positive start to school. 
 
Transition from home to reception 
 
Once a place in the reception has been confirmed, arrangements for transition are communicated to 
parents in writing via email. Families are firstly invited to an open day on a Saturday in May when they have 
the opportunity to look around the school, meet the reception team, and spend time with their children in 
the reception classrooms so they are familiar to them.  The new intake of children then visit the school for 
two play sessions in the summer term during school hours. This gives them more time to become familiar 
with their new school and the staff that will be working with and supporting them in September. Parents are 
invited to stay in school during these play sessions and are given information from staff about school 
routines, expectations and ways they can support their child at home. Parents are informed about how we 
teach early reading, the importance of early reading and how they can support at home. In the week prior to 
the summer holidays, all children receive a home visit from their child’s class teacher and teaching 
assistant. At this meeting, parents are invited to share information about their child. The information 
gathered during these meetings is used by teachers to plan activities that are relevant, interesting and 
reassuring to children. 
 
Children start in reception during the same week as the rest of the school in September. The first two days 
are half days to ensure that staff can fully meet the needs of the new children when they start school. 
Children can sometimes need more nurture and reassurance during the first few days and having a smaller 
number of children ensures that staff are able to do this effectively. The children then move onto full days 
on their third day when they also stay for lunch. The children are supported by all of the reception staff who 
are familiar to them when they go in for lunch. 
 
Transition from PVI’s to Reception 
 
The reception staff build up relationships throughout the year with the main nurseries that feed to our 
school. Staff arrange to visit the nurseries in the first few weeks after the children have been offered a place 
at Holme Valley in the first part of the summer term. Initial visits are informal and give the children the 
opportunity to meet the teachers and spend time with them in a familiar setting.  
 
Transition meetings are arranged towards the end of the summer term between nurseries and reception 
staff at which point the child’s EYFS profile and any important pastoral information is discussed. Nurseries 
are given the opportunity in the Autumn term to discus how their children have settled into school. 
 
Nurseries are encouraged throughout the year to visit school with new starters, for example for concerts 
and sports day. 
 
Child Minders are contacted in the summer term and invited to share information about children. 
 
Children who start in reception mid-year 
 
Children who join Holme Valley from a different school part way through the year will be invited into school 
with their parents to look around the school and to meet their child’s new teacher. The child’s new teacher 
will telephone the previous school to find out information about the child. All relevant documents will be 
requested from the child’s previous school, including CPOMS. The child’s teacher will arrange to speak 
with the parents of the new child within the first few weeks to ensure that they are happy and settled. 
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Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
 
Children with any extra needs are identified early before they start school so that provision and support can 
be put in place. The SENDCo and early years team work closely with PVI’s to ensure that information is 
shared about any individual children who will need support. The SENDCo and early years teachers will 
attend meetings with nurseries and families throughout the year, including Early Help meetings. In 
September, a meeting with the parents of children with SEN will be arranged within the first few weeks in 
school to ensure the needs of the child are being met. 
 
Links to other policies: 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 
 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 
 
SEND Policy 

 
 
 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed as necessary, and at least every three years.  
 


