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Holme Valley Primary School 

Pupil Premium Policy 
 

Date policy adopted – June 2021 
Date for review – June 2024 
 
Governing Body: Pupil Premium named governor:  Arlene Meeson 
In school Pupil Premium Leader: Amanda Dakin 
 
Pupil Premium is funding allocated to schools for the specific purpose of boosting the attainment 
of pupils from low-income families. Funding is based on children who have registered for a free 
school meal at any point in the last 6 years, children who are in care or adopted, and children 
whose parents are currently serving in the armed forces. Research shows that pupils from 
deprived backgrounds underachieve compared to their non-deprived peers. The intended effect of 
this funding is to accelerate progress and raise attainment to enable these pupils to reach their 
potential. 

The amount of Pupil Premium funding a school receives is calculated according to the number of 
pupils who meet the eligibility criteria set by the government. The school is accountable for using 
this funding to raise the achievement of the less advantaged children in its community. 

 

At Holme Valley Primary School we value the abilities and achievements of each of our pupils, and 
are committed to providing each pupil with the best possible environment and skills for learning. 
Each child is unique and will have their own particular needs throughout their time in school.   We 
plan to spend our Pupil Premium funding to try to give them all the support that they need to be 
the best that they can be. We believe in maximising the use of the pupil premium grant (PPG) by 
having a long term vision for improving the educational chances of the children concerned. This 
enables us to implement a number of short, medium and long-term interventions, and align pupil 
premium use with wider school improvements and improving readiness to learn. Overcoming 
barriers to learning is at the heart of our PPG use. We understand that needs and costs will differ 
depending on the barriers to learning being addressed. The PPG is not allocated to particular 
children. Instead, we identify the barrier to be addressed and the interventions required, whether in 
small groups, large groups, the whole school or as individuals, and allocate a budget accordingly. 

Approach to Pupil Premium Spending 

In order to direct spending to where it is needed the most, we will take a research based 3 tiered 
approach: 
 

1. Quality first teaching 
2. Targeted intervention support 
3. Wider support networks 

 

Quality First Teaching 

Quality first teaching remains the most effective factor in the progress of all children, and 
particularly those children receiving the PPG.  It is the aim at Holme Valley that each teacher 
should be as effectively trained as possible to deal with a number of learning needs.  A proportion 
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of the PPG will therefore be directed towards an extensive CP programme for all staff, including 
support staff. 

 

Targeted Intervention Support 

At Holme Valley, we deliver a varied intervention programme, tailored to the individual needs of 
the children.  This may take the form of small group support, or 1:1 tuition for children with more 
significant difficulties.  Speech and Language intervention forms a large part of this and we aim to 
continue to provide a dedicated TA to delivering these interventions at the earliest stage of a 
child’s learning. 

 

Wider Support Opportunities 

As an increasing number of young people present at school with poor mental health and difficult 
home lives, we believe that in order to maximise learning potential, we need to support these 
children and their families effectively.  A team of staff lead a variety of support groups and 1:1 
interventions based around anxiety, behavior and anger management, as well as bereavement 
support.  A growing number of families are also offered support in the Early Help arena, and 
funding will be directed to supporting this work. 

Principles 

 We ensure that teaching and learning opportunities meet the needs of all the pupils 
 We ensure that appropriate provision is made for pupils who belong to vulnerable groups, 

this includes ensuring that the needs of disadvantaged pupils are adequately assessed 
and addressed 

 In making provision for disadvantaged pupils, we recognise that not all pupils who receive 
free school meals will be socially disadvantaged 

 We also recognise that not all pupils who are disadvantaged are registered or qualify for 
free school meals.  

 We reserve the right to allocate the Pupil Premium funding to support any pupil or groups 
of pupils the school has legitimately identified as being disadvantaged.  

 Pupil premium funding will be allocated following a needs analysis which will identify 
priority classes, groups or individuals. Limited funding and resources means that not all 
children receiving free school meals will be in receipt of pupil premium interventions at 
one time. 

Provision 

The range of provision the Governors consider making for this group could include and would not 
be inclusive of: 

 Providing small group work with an experienced teacher/teaching assistant focussed on 
overcoming gaps in learning 

 1-1 support 
 Additional teaching and learning opportunities provided through trained TAs or external 

agencies 
 All our work through the pupil premium will be aimed at accelerating progress, moving 

children to at least age-related expectations.  
 Pupil premium resources may also be used to target able children on Free School Meals 

to achieve Age Related Expectations 
 Transition from primary to secondary.  
 Additional learning support. 
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 Pay for activities, educational visits and residential visits where parents are in financial 
difficulty. Ensuring children have first-hand experiences to use in their learning in the 
classroom.  

 Support the funding of specialist learning software.  
 PE provision 
 Music provision  
 Behaviour support  

This list is not exhausted and will change according to the needs and support our pupils require.  

Reporting 

The Governors of the school will ensure that there is a strategic plan on how the Pupil Premium 
funding has been used to address the issue of ‘narrowing the gap’, for  disadvantaged pupils. 
This will appear on our school website. This will be updated at the beginning of each academic 
year allowing an accurate recording for the year to be shown. 


