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Special Needs Co-Ordinator and Inclusion Manager – Mrs Amanda Dakin 

Contact on 01724 842152 or senco@holmevalley.n-lincs.sch.uk 

Special Needs Link Governor – Mrs A Meeson 

 

Here at Holme Valley we are committed to providing an appropriate and high quality 
education to all of our pupils.  We believe that all children, including those identified 
as having special educational needs have a common entitlement to a broad and 
balanced academic and social curriculum, which is accessible to them, and to be 
fully included in all aspects of school life. 
 
We believe that all children should be equally valued in school.  We will strive to 
eliminate prejudice and discrimination, and to develop an environment where all 
children can flourish and feel safe. 
 
HVPS is committed to inclusion.  Part of the school’s strategic planning for 

improvement is to develop cultures, policies and practices that include all learners.  
We aim to engender a sense of community and belonging, and to offer new 
opportunities to learners who may have experienced previous difficulties. 
 
This does not mean that we will treat all learners in the same way, but that we will 
respond to learners in ways which take account of their varied life experiences and 
needs. 
 
A recovery curriculum continues to be in place for the year 2022-2023 as we are 
mindful that the lockdown due to COVID 19 may have adversely affected many of 
our children, and we consider mental health provision to be a vital part of our Special 
Needs and Inclusion programmes.  All children will be closely monitored and support 
given as and when necessary, using a variety of support programmes. 
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SEND figures September 2022 
 

SEN Support 36 children 

EHCP 10 children 

 
The primary need for 65% of our SEND children is Communication and Interaction, 
of which approximately half have a neurodiversity diagnosis,  therefore there is a 
major focus on this area in school, particularly in the Early Years, where children are 
assessed on entry for speech and language difficulties, and support provided at the 
earliest possible opportunity.  All our classrooms are autism friendly and a strict 
routine is in place to support children with autism needs. 
 
So what can we offer you here at Holme Valley? 
 

 Questions you may have What we offer 

   

1 How does the school know 
if children need extra help 
and what should I do if I 
think my child may have 

special educational needs? 

• Progress of all pupils is monitored 
regularly by class teachers, the 

SENDCO and the senior leadership 
team.  This means that when they are 

not making sufficient progress the 
school can quickly identify and 

particular needs or additional support 
that your child needs.  We will always 
discuss these with you and with your 
child to ensure we work as a team to 

help improve their progress. 

• When your child starts at Holme Valley, 
it is essential that you tell us if your child 
has any particular needs, including any 

medical diagnoses, so that we can 
ensure we giving them the best support 

possible.  

• Sometimes concerns will be raised by a 
teacher for example where behaviour or 

self esteem is affecting their 
performance. 

• We will also liaise with external 
agencies when your child starts at 

Holme Valley and ensure this support 
continues. 

• Your child may be placed on the 
Special Needs Register if they require 
outside agency support, or if they have 
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an EHCP.  However, they may be 
placed on our Low Level monitoring list 
for a time until relevant referrals have 

been made, and accurate assessments 
made.  Children can move on and off 

both of these lists during their time with 
us, depending on their level of support 

and their progress. 

• Before referrals are made to outside 
agencies for support, we may need to 
conduct an Early Help assessment.  

This allows us to work with the agencies 
more successfully, and ensure your 

child is supported most appropriately. 
 

Should you have any concerns about the 
progress or attainment of your child, please 

make an appointment to see the class teacher 
in the first instance to discuss your concerns.  

They will then liaise with the SENDCO as 
appropriate. 

 

2. How will the staff support 
my child? 

We recognise that pupils learn at different 
rates and that there are many factors affecting 
achievement, including ability, emotional state, 
age and maturity.  We are particularly aware of 
the needs of our Key Stage 1 pupils, for whom 

maturity is a crucial factor in terms of 
readiness to learn.  We believe that many 
pupils, at some time in their school career, 

may experience difficulties which affect their 
learning, and we recognise that these may be 

long or short term. 
 

• What we can offer children with Special 
Needs or additional learning needs is 

different for every child. The support will 
be designed by the class teacher and 

staff working with the child in 
conjunction with the family and, where 

necessary, outside agencies (eg. 
Speech and Language therapist or 

Educational Psychologist). 

• Quality first teaching in the classroom is 
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the most important thing that we offer 
here at Holme Valley, with quality 
feedback and intervention during 
lessons by the class teacher and 

teaching assistant. 

• Intervention groups or 1:1 intervention 
may be offered in particular areas. 

• The class teacher will oversee, plan and 
work with each child with SEND and 

additional needs in their class to ensure 
that they make good progress. 

• The SENDCO will oversee provision for 
your child and work with the teacher to 

create a learning plan so that their 
progress in problem areas can be 

tracked carefully. 

• There may be a Teaching Assistant 
(TA) working with your child either 

individually or as part of a group, if this 
is seen as necessary by a class 

teacher.  Even if your child has a 1:1 
TA, they may also work in groups with 

other children. 
 

3. How will the curriculum 
be matched to my child’s 

needs? 

• All teachers are provided with 
information on the needs of individual 
pupils so that they can plan lessons to 
ensure that all pupils are able to make 
progress.  Occasionally, children may 

be placed in groups, such as for 
phonics, so that they can be supported 

appropriately. 

• Activities may be adapted for individuals 
during lessons, for example, for a child 

with Speech, Language and 
Communication needs, teachers will 

use simplified language and/or pictures 
to support them to understand new 

vocabulary. 

• Specialist equipment may be required 
for children with physical needs, such 

as pencil grips, writing slopes and 
special scissors.  These will be provided 

by the school when required, usually 
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with the advice of an Occupational 
Therapist. 

• A recovery curriculum continues to be in 
place following the school closure due 

to COVID 19.  This will focus on 
English, maths and PSHCE.  Children 
will also cover the wider aspects of the 

curriculum at their own level. 

4 How will both you and I 
know how my child is doing 
and how will you help me to 
support my child’s learning? 

• The progress of all children is carefully 
monitored by teachers and by the 

Senior Leadership team.  They pay 
particular attention to certain groups of 
children including those with additional 

needs.  This is to ensure that the 
provision we have put in place is having 

the expected impact. 

• Our SEND governor is responsible for 
monitoring the effectiveness of the 

provision in place for our SEND pupils 
and the SENDCO meets with them 

each term to report on the progress of 
pupils. 

• The class teacher will meet with you on  
termly basis at Parents Evening, in the 
autumn and spring terms and you will 
receive a written report in the summer 
term.  At this meeting, you will discuss 

your child’s needs, support and 
progress.  If your child is on the SEND 

register, you will be offered an 
appointment with the SENDCO to 

discuss any issues in further detail.    
The SENDCO is also available by 

appointment at any time, to discuss 
issues, either by phone or in person, or 

you can Email at any time. 

• If your child is on the Special Needs 
register, they will receive an individual 
SEN Learning Plan which outlines their 
areas of need and interventions in place 

to support this.  They will also have a 
Pupil Passport which is kept by their 
class teacher and helps adults in the 

classroom to support them 
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appropriately.  The plan will be sent 
home for your feedback and  copy sent 

home for you, once it is finalised. 

• If your child has more complex SEND 
eg. an EHCP, then formal meetings will 
take place on a yearly basis to review 

their plan. 
 

5.  What support will there be 
for my child’s overall well-

being? 

We believe that educational inclusion is about 
equal opportunities for all learners, whatever 
their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, 
attainment and background.  We celebrate 
diversity in our school and in the wider 
community. 

• All staff believe that children having 
high self-esteem us crucial to a child’s 
well –being.  We have a caring team 
here at Holme Valley, who show great 
understanding towards all children. 

• They are supported with their social and 
emotional development throughout the 
day, through the curriculum and extra-
curricular activities, PSHCE lessons 
and class assembly activities. 

• Our school behaviour system is 
designed to be positive and to celebrate 
excellence.  All warnings and sanctions 
are given as privately as possible.  
Children are given house points for their 
behaviour. 

• We have a behaviour policy which 
includes guidance on expectations, 
rewards and sanctions and it is fully 
understood by all members of staff. 

• We are a nurturing school and have a 
team of staff who support children with 
emotional difficulties through a variety 
of interventions such as Drawing and 
Talking, The Worry Book and The 
Volcano in My Tummy. 

• Relevant staff are trained to support 
medical needs and in some cases all 
staff receive training.  We have a 
medical policy in place. 
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• Pupil voice is heard through a variety of 
forums such as School Council, 
Buddies and Sports Ambassadors.  
Children with Special Needs are always 
included in these groups. 

6 What specialist services 
and expertise are available 

at or accessed by the 
school? 

• Educational agencies currently 
accessed by the school include: 
➢ Educational Psychology 
➢ Behaviour Support Service 
➢ ASET (Autism Service) 

• Specialist Health services currently 
accessed by the school include: 

➢ Speech and Language Therapy 
➢ Hearing Impaired Service 
➢ Occupational Therapy 
➢ Physiotherapy 
➢ Child Mental and Adolescent 

Mental Health (CAMHS) 
➢ School Nurse 
➢ Diabetes nurses 
➢ Physical Disability service 

• Other agencies include: 
➢ Children’s Services 
➢ SENDIASS 
➢ Children’s Centres 
➢ Fluent Coaching 

 

• We also have close links with Frederick 
Gough Secondary School and use 
support services which they provide. 

7 What training have the staff 
supporting children with 

SEND had or are having? 

• Our SENDCO is a fully trained, 
experienced teacher and holds the 

National Qualification in Special 
Educational Needs, as well as receiving 
ongoing SEN training in specific areas. 

• All our teachers hold qualified teacher 
status and all staff members, including 

TAs, receive regular training to best 
support our pupils with SEND.  A full list 
of interventions currently run by trained 
staff in school can be found by clicking 

the Interventions link. 

• We invest time and money in training all 
our staff  to improve quality first 
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teaching, and to deliver group and one 
to one interventions. 

8 How will my child be 
included in activities outside 

the classroom including 
school trips? 

• Our Inclusion and Equality policies 
promote involvement of all our learners 
in all aspects of the curriculum including 

activities in the outdoor area. 

• Where there are concerns for safety or 
access, we often consult with the 

Physical Disabilities team for advice on 
how to make activities accessible for all, 

with reasonable adjustment.  If 
appropriate, parents/carers are 

consulted and involved in planning of 
these adjustments. 

• We may ask parents to accompany us 
on school trips if children have very 

specific needs, particularly on 
residential visit where an overnight stay 
is involved.  This is to help us maintain 
legal ratios and ensure the safety of all 

children. 

9 How accessible is the 
school environment? 

• Our school is regularly assessed by the 
Physical Disabilities team.  The school 
is wheelchair accessible and is all on 

one level.  It has 2 disabled toilets, one 
which has a changing bed. 

• Our outside area is on 3 levels, but 
there are gentle slopes to all areas, 
making it accessible to wheelchair 

users.  Handrails are installed on all 
staircases outside, with two levels to 

accommodate all ages.  Handrails are 
installed on classroom exits which have 

steps should they be required. 
 

10 How will the school prepare 
and support my child to join 

the school, transfer to a 
new setting/school or the 

next stage of education and 
life? 

• For children joining our reception class, 
each child has a home visit from their 

teacher, and they will also be invited to 
attend 3 afternoon sessions at school 
during the summer term.  If your child 
has special needs, a member of staff 

from their current setting is welcome to 
attend with you so that you are able to 

access the parent talks. 
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• For all SEND children joining our 
reception class, a visit will be made to 

their nursery setting by our staff to 
ensure that they have all they 

information they need to support your 
child.  It is recommended that you also 
make an appointment to speak with the 

SENDCO so that they can be fully 
aware of any needs your child may 

have on their entry to school. 

• Children joining our school in later years 
are given a buddy in their class to help 
them find their way.  We also liaise with 
their previous setting for any information 

on how they can be supported. 

• When transferring away from our 
setting, additional transition days are 

arranged for children with SEND, 
should they be required, and all 

information such as Pupil Passports are 
passed on to the new setting. 

11 How are the school’s 
resources allocated and 
matched to the children’s 

special educational needs? 

• We ensure that all children who have 
Special Educational Needs have their 

needs met to the best of our ability with 
the funds available. 

• All TA’s are partly funded by the SEND 
budget and support and deliver 

programmes to children depending on 
their needs. 

• The budget is allocated on a needs 
basis.  The children who have the most 

complex needs are given the most 
support, often involving a TA. 

• Partial funding for 1:1 TA support can 
also come from a child’s EHCP. 

12 How is the decision made 
about what type and how 

much support my child will 
receive? 

• Quality first teaching is the most 
effective support and we expect all of 
our staff to deliver this to all children. 

• If group or 1:1 intervention is required, 
then this is undertaken after 

consultation with the SENDCO, the 
learner, and if necessary, their families.  

All interventions are monitored for 
impact and outcomes are clearly 
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defined at the beginning of any 
intervention.  The SENDCO oversees 

all additional support and regularly 
shares updates with the SEND 

governor. 

13 How are parents involved in 
the school? 

• We aim to work as a team with families 
to support each child’s well-being, 

learning needs, progress and 
aspirations. 

• We operate an open door policy to 
allow parents to contact their child’s 

class teacher or the SENDCO. 

• Parents are invited to volunteer to help 
out in school with readers, on school 
trips or generally in the classroom. 
Please contact the office for further 

information on this. 

• We offer meetings, coffee mornings, 
performances and information sessions 

for parents throughout the year. 

• Our governing body includes 
Parent/Governors. 

  

14 Who can I contact for 
further information? 

• Please talk to your child’s teacher in the 
first instance.  For students with SEND 

further information can be obtained from 
the SENDCO by contacting 

senco@holmevalley.n-lincs.sch.uk or by 
phoning the office to make an 

appointment. 

• You can also get further information 
about services offered for SEND 

children at the Local Offer website at 
www.northlincslocaloffer.com 

• The Special Needs section at the Local 
Authority can also be contacted at 

special.needssection@northlincs.gov.uk 
or by phone on 01724 297148 

15 What should I do if I am 
unhappy with the support 

my child is receiving? 

• We have an open door policy at Holme 
Valley and aim to work in partnership 
with parents to ensure the appropriate 

support is in place.  Please speak to the 
class teacher initially who will refer your 
concerns to the SENDCO if appropriate. 

mailto:senco@holmevalley.n-lincs.sch.uk
http://www.northlincslocaloffer.com/
mailto:special.needssection@northlincs.gov.uk
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• Should you wish to speak to the 
SENDCO direct please contact the 

office or email senco@holmevalley.n-
lincs.sch.uk 

• If you wish to make a complaint, please 
contact the office for a complaint form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school has a very comprehensive SEND policy which details our 

current arrangements for SEND provision.  Please clink on the link to view it. 

mailto:senco@holmevalley.n-lincs.sch.uk
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