
Parent’s Guide to School 
Opening in September 2020



Will school be open during the 
summer ?

• The Secretary of State for Education 
has confirmed that they are not asking 
schools to open over the summer 
holidays, for catch up or for vulnerable 
children or key worker children. 

• I can confirm that we won’t be open 
during the summer. 

• If childcare is an issue for key 
workers, the office have a list of local 
childcare providers which they can 
share with you.

Who can return to school in 
September?

• All pupils unless they are displaying 
Covid19 symptoms, self-isolating 
while waiting for test results or 
because of a local lockdown.

• School will be opened on a full time 
basis for all pupils. School will not be 
closing early on a Friday afternoon.



Is it compulsory to send my child 
to school ?

• It is vital that all children return to 
school to benefit their education, 
wellbeing and wider development.

• From the beginning of the autumn 
term, attendance will be mandatory 
and the usual rules on school 
attendance will apply including :

• Parent’s duty to secure regular 
attendance

• Schools responsibility to record 
and follow up all absences

• The availability to issue sanctions 
including fines

• Plans have all been shared  with all 

parents so you are all fully informed 

of the protective measures put in 

place to keep their children safe.

• If you have any concerns or want to 

know more about the safety 

measures that we have in place, 

please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.



• Children will have their own set of 
stationery provided by school and will 
not share frequently used equipment. 

• Classrooms will have doors and 
windows open to maintain the best 
level of ventilation we can. 

• Adaptations will be made to 
classroom seating plans to support 
distancing and so that children face 
forward rather than face to face.

• For children old enough, they will be 
supported to maintain distance and 
not touch the staff and their peers. 
This will not always be possible for 
the youngest children. 

What will it be like in the 
classroom?

Will it be possible for my child to see 
other members of staff and children 

who are not in their groups ?

Will my child mix with other children 
at playtime ?

• To minimise movement through 
school and to reduce contact 
between groups, the children will be 
put into year group bubbles.  These 
year group bubbles will be kept 
separated from each other throughout 
the day including at break time. 

• Staff running interventions will move 
between groups following the 
guidance around hygiene and 
distancing.



Who will teach my child?

• Your child will move up to their new 
class and year group and will be 
taught by their new teacher and TA.

• Transition work usually completed 
during moving on up will be done in 
the first week. 

• All of the important information 
about your child has been passed 
onto their new teacher. 

Where will my child be taught?

• All children will be taught in their 
new classrooms as identified on 
the transition films shared via email 
on Friday 10th July. 

Will the behaviour policy be in 
force?

Yes - while in school, children will be 

expected to behave in line with our 

expectations. Some minor changes 

have been made to our sanctions and 

reward systems so that hygiene and 

cross contamination rules can be 

maintained. 



What will my child be taught?

• The curriculum will be designed to 

support the emotional health and 

wellbeing of our children.  

• We will help the children to readjust 

to socialising outside their family and 

to following new school rules.

• Academic teaching will also be in 

place. It will focus on reading, writing 

and maths to start with so the 

children can begin to catch up on 

missed learning and close any gaps, 

however the children will continue to 

be taught a broad and balanced 

curriculum including subjects such as 

science, history, geography, PE etc. 

Will there be any after school 
clubs?

• No, most after school enrichment clubs 

for the autumn term have been 

cancelled. 

• You will be informed of the few that are 

running if they are relevant to your 

child. 

Will there be any trips?

All trips planned for the autumn term will 

be cancelled and visitors into school will 

be limited. All money which was paid for 

trips that were cancelled in the spring 

term 2020 will be carried over into the 

next trip booked for your child. 



Will lunches be provided?

• We are able to provide a daily cooked 

meal for children in Reception, Y1 and 

Y2. Each group will eat in the dining 

hall at their own designated time. 

Cleaning will be done between groups.

• We are unable to provide a full cooked 

lunch for children in KS2, but can 

provide a grab bag style lunch. You 

will need to pre order these – a 

booking form will be sent home each 

week

• You can swap between the school 

grab bag and a pack up from home.

• Menus for KS1 and KS2 lunches will 

be shared before the end of term.

• KS2 meals will be eaten in 

classrooms.

• All children in KS1 get their meal for 

free and children in KS2 who have 

benefits related free school meals will 

not need to pay for their packed 

lunches. Others must use the parent 

pay system to pay for their packed 

lunch. 

• All children have the option to bring 

in their own packed lunch from home, 

if they do not wish to have the school 

packed lunch.



Does my child need to wear 
uniform?

• Yes. To maintain normality for the 

children and to maintain our ethos 

and high standards for behaviour, the 

wearing of school uniform is 

expected. 

• Uniforms do not need to be cleaned 

any more often than usual, not do 

they need to be cleaned using 

methods different from normal. 

• There will be a second hand uniform 

sale in school on Monday 24th and 

Tuesday 25th August. Please donate 

any uniform before the end of term. 

My child needs medicine – will 
the school administer this?

• Yes, we will be able to administer 

medicine as  before lockdown and in 

line with our administration of 

medication policy. 

• A form must be completed at the 

school office.



Will national statutory 
assessments still go ahead?

• The government have asked us to 

plan on the basis that statutory 

primary assessments will take place 

in summer 2021. 

• The early years foundation stage 

profile, and all existing statutory key 

stage 1 and 2 assessments, should 

return in 2020 to 2021 in accordance 

with their usual timetables. 

This includes:

• The Y1 phonics screening check

• Key Stage 1 assessments

• Y4 multiplication test

• KS2 SATS

The statutory rollout of the reception 

baseline assessment has been 

postponed until September 2021



Will drop off and pick up be 
staggered?

• This is expected by the government 

to minimise contact between groups 

in such a large school. 

• We know that the allocated times will 

not suit everyone, however, times 

given can’t be changed as they have 

been set up to avoid pinch points and 

to manage the number of children 

and adults on the premises. 

• Employers are expected to be flexible 

with employees to allow schools to 

put these practical plans into place. 

• As a big school, we are dealing with 

large numbers of pupils and adults so 

we do ask you to work with us and be 

prepared to be flexible and sensible 

around social distancing while on the 

premises.

• It is expected that any lost learning 

time due to staggered drop off and pick 

ups is made up. We will be making up 

the 15 minutes lost during pick up and 

drop off by reducing the lunch break 

from one hour to 45 minutes. 

• Adults are responsible for maintaining 

social distancing on the premises.

• Parents of Y5 and 6, to drop off and 

pick up at the main gate. 



Where can I access school? 

Will the one way system be in 
place?

• Everyone will enter through the main 

pedestrian gate. 

• Y4 will be dropped off at the classroom 

doors in the car park and if no more 

children need to be dropped off, they 

will walk back up the car park (one 

vehicle gate will be closed) and out of 

the open vehicle gate. 

• All other groups will access their 

classroom via the external classroom 

doors or door identified on the map. 

These doors may be different to the 

ones in the transition films. 

• A new video will be sent out showing 

entry and exit doors for each class. 

• Once you pass the pedestrian gates 

near Green wing hall, you will enter a 

one way system and must walk all 

the way around this system, 

dropping your child off or picking 

them up on the way round.  

• All entry and exit points are on the 

map which was sent home via email.  

• As you move around school, it is 

your responsibility to stick to the 

social distancing rules. 



Can I take my child into the 
school building ?

• No, except for parents with reception 

children on their first session. 

Guidance around the expectations for 

this have been shared separately.  

• To minimise contact, children must be 

left at the classroom or designated 

door.  

• If you have any urgent messages, you 

will need to ring or email the school.  

• We will continue to do most of our 

communication via email so please 

ensure that we have your most up to 

date contact details.

• Parents are asked not to linger 

around the school gate or classroom 

doors to allow others to come and go 

safely.

• If parents need to enter school, it will 

be by invite only.

• Y5 and 6 parents are requested not 

to enter the school grounds as the 

children are responsible enough to 

walk round themselves and school 

staff will be on hand to support them. 

• Parents of Y5 and 6 are requested to 

wait at the main gate maintaining 

social distancing rules.



What personal hygiene rules will 

be followed?

• During the first week of term, children 

will have more lessons on effective 

handwashing. Children will wash their 

hands at regular points throughout 

the day including on entry to school, 

before and after using the toilet and 

after break and lunch time. 

• Your child will use our new gentle 

antibacterial hand wash and also 

have access to antibacterial hand gel. 

• Children are not able to bring their 

own hand wash into school or 

moisturiser, unless they have a 

medical condition such as eczma. 

• We suggest that children moisturise 

their hands well before they come to 

school, when they get home and as 

they go to bed. 

What happens if my child needs 

first aid?

• First aid will be provided by staff. 

• If staff are not able to safely treat 

your child, you will be phoned to 

come and collect them. 



Will the school have extra 

cleaning?

• The school will receive a deep clean 

prior to opening and we will be 

having enhanced cleaning before the 

children arrive and at the end of the 

school day.  

• Staff members will be cleaning 

surfaces, toilets, equipment and 

shared areas during the day. 

Will Mel’s Tot Stop still be able to 

drop off and collect my child from 

school?

• We are working with Mel’s to come 

up with a plan which aims to keep 

our children in the same year group 

bubbles as in school. We can 

facilitate that in school at drop off and 

pick up.

• If parents are needing before or after 

school childcare of want to know 

more about their safety plans, please 

contact Mel’s directly.



What happens if someone in my 

child’s group has symptoms of 

COVID-19?

• No adult or child should come into 

school if they are ill or experiencing 

symptoms of COVID-19.  

• We will follow the advice from the 

DfE, which states “When a child or 

staff member develops symptoms 

compatible with coronavirus, they 

should be sent home and advised to 

self-isolate for 7 days.  Their fellow 

household members should self 

isolate for 14 days.”  

• When the child or staff member tests 

negative they can return to their 

setting and their fellow household 

members can end self isolation. 

• When the child or staff member tests 

positive, public health will be 

informed and they will advise the 

school on next steps and actions to 

be taken.

• Any children showing symptoms will 

be removed from their group and 

placed in a separate room.  Parents 

will be contacted to collect their child 

and informed of the need to book a 

test. 



What will happen if there is a local 

lockdown or my child has to 

isolate?

• School will continue to be open to key 

workers, if staffing levels allow. 

• Booking forms will be shared on a 

weekly basis as they have been since 

school closed on 20th March. 

• Home learning will begin again using 

See Saw and 2 Simple for reception. 

• There is new guidance around the 

expectations for home learning. 

Details around the expectation for 

home learning will be shared if/when 
required. 

There is new guidance around the 

expectations for home learning which 

expects home learning to follow the 

planned curriculum, rather than being 

revision of previous learning. Details 

around the expectation for home 
learning will be shared if/when required. 


