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We have an increasing number of children who are arriving in school up to 15 minutes prior to 
their classroom door opening – mainly pupils in Y5 and 6 who walk to school alone. It is vital 
that due to lack of supervision from adults and to support the regulations around limiting the 
number of people on site at drop off and pick up times, that children do not arrive before the 
time when their classroom doors are opened.  

OFSTED 
As you are aware we had a virtual OFSTED visit on Tuesday 24th November. OFSTED are 
holding these remote visits, to gather information on the impact of Covid-19 on schools and 
their pupils, and to find out how schools are adapting their systems and curriculum, including 
their remote learning offer to ensure that children are not further impacted. The outcome of the 
one day visit is a letter which is a summary of the conversations, no judgement is made. As 
soon as the letter is received in school, we will share it with all parents and carers. Although no 
formal feedback is given, at the end of the day in our final meeting, the lead inspector 
commented on the great team of leaders that we have at Holme Valley. 

COMPETITIONS 
As our pupils can’t attend competitions run by the School Sport’s Partnership, we have been 
taking part in a range of virtual competitions. The Y6 children entered a competition to design 
their own active challenge. These were then filmed and submitted for judging. Two of the    
challenges from Holme Valley were chosen in the final three. Children across North Lincs voted 
for the overall winner and we are thrilled that one of the entries from our Y6 pupils was the 
overall winner. This has been shared with schools all over North Lincs to help keep them active 
and fit. Well done to all of the pupils for their entries and an extra special well done to those  
pupils whose entries made it through to the finals. The winning challenge can be viewed on our 
Twitter feed using the link below. 
 
https://twitter.com/HolmeValleySch/status/1329175283036016641 
 
If you have a go at home, we would love you to share some pictures with us. 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 
The pupils in Y5 were invited to apply for the role of House Captains for their new House Team. 
Miss Singleton and Miss Edenbrow who lead PE across school were very impressed with the 
applications and struggled to narrow it down to one captain per house, so decided to appoint 
two per House. The new House Captains were announced in assembly last week so all of the 
children know who they are. Once we have all of our Y5 pupils back in school we will share a 
photo of them and begin to start training them for their new role. Well done to all of the children 
who applied – you made the selection very difficult ! The final choices were : 
Elisia and Adam – Holmes 
Rafaela and Robbie – Joshua 
Elisia and Jake – Peacock 
Maisie and Alex – Ennis 
The children across school are enjoying collecting House points for 
their team and we share updates on the positions of each team in 
our assemblies every other Friday. We also have a leader board in 
the hall so children can see the position of their team.  

ANTI BULLYING AMBASSADORS 
As part of our work on Anti Bullying, each class has chosen their own Anti Bullying                
Ambassador—well done if you were chosen for your class. 

SECRET STORY TELLER 
The restrictions in place due to Covid have not 
stopped our reception parents from taking part in our 
Secret  Story Teller Sessions. Thank you to everyone 
who has volunteered and been brave enough to face 
the camera and share their stories. 

https://twitter.com/HolmeValleySch/status/1329175283036016641


DIARY DATES 
Wednesday 9 December   Christmas Dinner Day 
Wednesday 9 December   Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Monday 14 December    Reception & Y3 Christmas Party 
Tuesday 15 December    Y1 & Y2 Christmas Party 
Wednesday 16 December   Y6 Christmas Party 
Thursday 17 December   Y4 & Y5 Christmas Party 
 
Your child can bring a change of clothes in a named carrier bag for their party. They will change into 
their party clothes after lunch. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Any cards which the children wish to send to children in their class must be brought into school by Friday 11th    
December. These cards will be quarantined until Thursday 17th December when they will be handed to the       
children to take home.  

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
Christmas jumper day will be held on Wednesday 9 December, for a donation of £1 to raise money for Save The 
Children. Christmas jumper or top can be worn, with school uniform skirt/trousers and shoes.  

READ WRITE INC BOOKS 
We continue to have reading books not returned  to school each week. The new Read Write Inc Scheme involves 
all children in the same group having the same reading book. This is different to our previous scheme where     
children could choose any book from the stage they were on. If books are not returned, it means that we do not 
have enough to give out to the next group of children who need them. This means not all children get the right 
book to take home. When books are damaged or not returned, they cost £5 per book for us to replace.              
Unfortunately, we can only purchase them in packs of 10 which makes the replacement of one book very          
expensive. Each book sent home is recorded and If books continue to not be returned to school, we will have to 
begin charging families who do not return them.  
 
In addition to this, we have recently had several books damaged due to water or juice bottles leaking in bags.  We 
know that this  damage is not intentional but unfortunately, refillable bottles do have a tendency to leak. We 
would appreciate it if the children could avoid having their bottles in their bags to prevent further damage. Instead 
their bottle could be carried by hand.  


