
 
 
 
 
 

 

MFL progression in knowledge & skills document 
 

Unit & 
Vocabulary 

covered 

French 
Core Unit 1 

Greetings, numbers to 10, family. 

Core Unit 2 
Numbers to 20, colours, countries, days of the week. 

At school, Playtime, Describing people 
Animals 

French 
Core Unit 3 

Numbers to 31, months, clothes and body parts. 

Food, The body, Sport 
My home 
My town 

French 
In France 

On Holiday 
The Environment 

Family 
Hobbies 

Jobs 

Spanish 
 

Develop key words and phrases in 
a second modern foreign language 

Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Speaking and 

Listening 
To recognise familiar vocabulary in stories 

which are read aloud to them. 

To join in with repetitive songs and 

rhymes.  

To respond to spoken words by making 

appropriate gestures or following a 

command.  

To show an awareness of common 

sound/spelling links.  

To show an understanding of stories read 

aloud to them which contain familiar, 

repetitive language.  

To read familiar vocabulary with a 

reasonable attempt at correct 

pronunciation.  

To answer basic questions on familiar 

topics using simple phrases.  

To answer simple questions about 

themselves, using words or phrases that 

have been taught e.g. name, age, 

birthday etc 

To express a positive opinion using the 

phrase ‘j’aime’   

 

 

To listen and join in with songs and 

rhymes, associating words with 

particular actions or images.  

To listen to short pieces of text and 

answer simple questions about what 

they have heard e.g. what colour was 

the dog? 

To appreciate familiar stories in a 

second language e.g. Little Red Riding 

Hood – Le Chaperon Rouge.  

To show an awareness of the first and 

second person when asking and 

answering questions e.g. Tu aimes le 

fromage? Oui, j’aime le fromage.  

To understand that symbols such as 

accents and umlauts can affect the 

pronunciation of words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To join in with longer, traditional songs 

and rhymes, with repetitive features, 

showing an understanding of what 

they are hearing/singing.  

To answer questions in full sentences 

with increasing confidence.  

To read passages of text aloud, 

pronouncing familiar words accurately. 

To apply their phonic knowledge to 

determine the pronunciation of 

unfamiliar words. 

To create short presentations about 

themselves e.g. where they are going 

on holiday, introduce their families etc. 

and present these to the class.  

To begin to give a reason why you like 

or don’t like something using the 

conjunction ‘because’ 

To listen to a short presentation and 

identify the main points.  

To understand and use negative 

statements.  

To read familiar vocabulary with a 

reasonable attempt at correct 

pronunciation.  

To answer basic questions on 

familiar topics using simple 

phrases.  

To answer simple questions about 

themselves, using words or 

phrases that have been taught e.g. 

name, age, birthday etc. 



 Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Reading 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To identify common nouns e.g. colours, 

numbers, animals etc.  

To match familiar words and phrases to 

their English translations.  

To read and comprehend simple 

sentences containing familiar vocabulary.  

Show an awareness of common 
sound/spelling links. 

To follow along with a short text which 

is being read aloud to them.  

To recognise common nouns in short 

texts and use these to help them to 

make meaning.  

To be able to comprehend texts made 

up of short sentences and answer 

basic questions about what they have 

read.  

To understand that symbols such as 

accents and umlauts can affect the 

pronunciation of words.  

To begin to use a bilingual dictionary to 
look up the meaning of any unfamiliar 
words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To read passages of text aloud, 

pronouncing familiar words accurately 

and attempting the correct 

pronunciation of those which are 

unfamiliar.  

To apply knowledge of common 

phrases and newly taught vocabulary 

to comprehend a longer passage of 

text.  

To follow a set of simple, written 

instructions to carry out a task. 

To comprehend what they have read 

by answering a range of simple 

questions in French, and more 

complex questions in English.  

To apply the language that they have 

learnt to read and understand versions 

of familiar stories in the given 

language.  

To identify sentences that are written 

in the past/present/future tense and 

use this to comprehend their meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To identify common nouns e.g. 

colours, numbers, animals etc.  

To match familiar words and 

phrases to their English 

translations.  

To read and comprehend simple 

sentences containing familiar 

vocabulary.  

To show an awareness of common 
sound/spelling links. 



Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To order given, familiar words to create 

meaningful basic sentences.  

To use simple words to describe people. 

To write basic sentences by completing 

cloze procedures with familiar vocabulary.  

To use pre-conjugated verbs to create 

meaningful sentences using familiar 

language.  

 

To create meaningful sentences using 

words from a word bank, extending to 

writing common words from memory.  

To use a wider range of conjugated 

verbs to complete sentences e.g. 

j’aime, je voudrais… 

To be able to express a negative 

opinion e.g. je n’aime pas… 

● Know how to arrange words 

from a question in order to 

formulate answers. E.g. Quelle 

est ta matierre preferee? Ma 

matierre preferee est…  

● Begin to recognise that the 

article changes dependent on 

whether the noun is masculine 

or feminine, singular or plural.  

● Understand that adjectives can 

take different forms dependent 

on whether the noun they are 

describing is masculine or 

feminine.  

● Apply phonic knowledge to 

attempt to spell unfamiliar 

vocabulary.  

 

To begin to create more detailed 

sentences using longer phrases e.g. 

My town is in the north-west of France, 

near Morlaix.  

To create sentences using the third 

person – on peut visiter, rather than je 

voudrais visiter etc.  

To use a bilingual dictionary to look up 

unfamiliar words and identify whether 

they are masculine or feminine.  

To select the correct article dependent 

on whether a noun is masculine, 

feminine, singular or plural.  

To identify and use possessive articles 

accurately dependent on whether the 

noun is masculine, feminine or plural.  

To understand that verbs are written in 

the infinitive and need to be 

conjugated.  

With support, to begin to conjugate 

regular verbs to form short sentences.  

To use the future tense to write simple 

sentences.  

To use negative verb forms e.g. je n’ai 

pas un frere.  

To join two simple sentences using the 

conjunctions and, or, but and because.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To spell high frequency words 

accurately. 

To write basic sentences by 

completing close procedures with 

familiar vocabulary.  

To use pre-conjugated verbs to 

create meaningful sentences using 

familiar language.  

To understand that some nouns 

are masculine, whereas others are 

feminine and begin to select the 

appropriate articles. 

 


