
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

History progression in knowledge & skills document 
 

History 
strand 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Chronology To begin to describe 
a sequence of 
events, real or 
fictional, using 
words such as ‘first’, 
‘then...’ 

To recognise the 
distinction between 
past and present. 
 
To order and 
sequence some 
familiar events and 
objects. 
 
To identify some 
similarities and 
differences between 
ways of life at 
different times. 
 
To use some 
everyday terms 
about the passing of 
time such as 'a long 
time ago' and 
'before'. 

To order and 
sequence events 
and objects. 
 
To recognise that 
their own lives are 
similar and / or 
different from the 
lives of people in the 
past. 
 
To use common 
words and phrases 
concerned with the 
passing of time. 

To use some dates 
and historical terms 
when ordering 
events and objects. 
 
To demonstrate 
awareness that the 
past can be divided 
into different periods 
of time. 
 
To explore trends 
and changes over 
time. 

To use dates and 
historical terms 
when ordering 
events and objects. 
 
To identify where 
people and events 
fit into a 
chronological 
framework. 
 
To explore links and 
contrasts within and 
across different 
periods of time. 

To use dates and 
appropriate 
historical terms to 
sequence events 
and periods of time. 
 
To identify where 
people, places and 
periods of time fit 
into a chronological 
framework. 
 
To describe links 
and contrasts within 
and across different 
periods of time 
including short-term 
and long-term time 
scales. 

To use dates and a 
wide range of 
historical terms 
when sequencing 
events and periods 
of time. 
 
To develop 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
of the events and 
periods of time 
studied. 
 
To analyse links and 
contrasts within and 
across different 
periods of time 
including short-term 
and long-term time 
scales. 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

first, then, after now, then, long ago, 
before, after 
 

now, then, long ago, 
before, after, 
past, present, 
future, year, 
decade, century 

past, present, 
future, decade, 
century, time period, 
ancient, BC, AD 
 

past, present, 
future, decade, 
century, time period, 
ancient, BC, AD, 
era, chronology, 
continuity, change 
 

past, present, 
future, decade, 
century, time period, 
ancient, BC, AD, 
era, chronology, 
continuity, change, 
legacy 

past, present, 
future, decade, 
century, time period, 
timescales, short-
term, long-term 
ancient, BC, AD, 
era, chronology, 
continuity, change, 
legacy 



History Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Events, People 
and Changes 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To talk about past 
and present events 
in their own lives 
and in the lives of 
family members. 
 
To know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
others, and among 
families, 
communities and 
traditions 

Changes within 
living memory 
 
To know that a toy 
is anything that is 
played with. 
 
To know that many 
toys have been 
around for hundreds 
of years, but the 
way they look has 
changed over time. 
 
To know at least 
three different 
materials toys can 
be made from. 
 
To know older toys 
were made from 
metal or wood whilst 
modern toys tend to 
be made from 
plastic. 

Events beyond 
living history 
 
Local history 
 
To know when, 
where and why the 
Great Fire of 
London started. 
 
To know who 
Samuel Pepys was 
and why his diary 
was significant. 
 
To know when and 
why we celebrate 
Bonfire Night. 
 
To know why Guy 
Fawkes is a 
significant figure in 
history. 
 
Significant 
individuals 
 
To know the names/ 
and significance of 
three British 
Inventors. 

Transport & Trade 
To develop an 
understanding of 
how and why 
transport and trade 
developed 
throughout history. 
 
Local History 
To develop an 
understanding of 
how the steelworks 
led to the formation 
of Scunthorpe. 
 
Language 
To develop an 
understanding of the 
way in which 
language has 
developed 
throughout history, 
considering the 
impact settlers have 
had on the 
development of the 
English language. 
 
 
 

Megastructures 
To develop an 
understanding of 
advancements in 
architecture and 
construction, both 
within the UK and 
across the ancient 
world. 
 
 
The Arts 
To develop an 
understanding of the 
development of art 
throughout history, 
including the way in 
which art was used 
as a method of 
communication. 
 
Local History 
To know that 
Winterton was home 
to a Roman Villa 
and that mosaics 
have been 
discovered there.  

Conflict 
To develop an 
understanding of 
conflict throughout 
history.  
 
Achievements and 
Legacies 
To develop an 
understanding of the 
Roman’s legacy in 
Britain. 
 
To develop an 
understanding of 
key achievements 
and legacies 
throughout history, 
focusing upon the 
ancient civilisations. 

Local History 
To develop an 
understanding of the 
smuggling trade, 
including why 
people became 
involved and the 
consequences of 
being caught. 
 
Rich vs Poor 
To develop an 
understanding of 
social inequality 
throughout history, 
through the lens of 
crime and 
punishment.  
 
Beliefs 
To develop an 
understanding of 
differing belief 
systems throughout 
history.  
 
Post 1066 
To develop an 
understanding of 
how differing 
religious beliefs led 
to the Gunpowder 
Plot. 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

old, new, family, 
grandparents, 
parents  

ancient, modern, 
material, clockwork, 
electrical, wooden 
toys, paper toys, 
metal toys, plastic 
toys, Victorian toys 

bakery, leather 
bucket, fire hook, 
fire break, 
flammable, gun 
powder, steamship, 
maiden voyage, 
lifeboat, passenger, 
iceberg, 
transatlantic, 
inventor, scientist 

Scandinavia, 
longship, prow, 
stern, transport, 
cargo, steel, iron 
ore, blast furnace, 
smelting, tombs, 
monument, chisel, 
hieroglyphs, scribe 
papyrus, stelae, 
codex, tablet, stylus, 
Rosetta Stone 

pharaohs, pyramid, 
temple, lintel, 
obsidian, aqueduct 
Romanisation, 
Londinium, Roman 
baths, wattle and 
daub, thatched, 
speleology, 
tectiform, pigment,  
mosaic, fresco,  
sculpture, tapestry 

centurion, emperor, 
legion, Iceni, 
conquer, invade, 
berserkers, plunder 
raids, vicious, 
legacy, groma, 
camber, aqueduct, 
philosophy, 
democracy, cacao 
calendar, Olympics,  
civilisation 

smuggling, tax, 
contraband, hue 
and cry, wergild, 
outlaw, pharaohs, 
tombs, pyramid, 
mummy, scarab 
hieroglyphs, 
sarcophagus, 
Catholic, Protestant, 

treason, civilisation, 

culture, religious 



History Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Interpretation, 
Enquiry and 

Using Sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past 
and now, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been 
read in class. 
 
To understand the 
past through 
settings, characters 
and events 
encountered in 
books read in class 
and storytelling. 

To make simple 
observations about 
different people, 
events, beliefs and 
communities. 
 
To use sources to 
answer simple 
questions about the 
past. 
 
To identify some of 
the basic ways in 
which the past can 
be represented. 
 
To choose parts of 
stories and other 
sources to show 
what they know 
about the past. 

To ask and answer 
simple questions 
about the past 
through observing 
and handling a 
range of sources. 
 
To consider why 
things may change 
over time. 
 
To recognise some 
basic reasons why 
people in the past 
acted as they did. 
 
To choose parts of 
stories and other 
sources to show 
what they know 
about significant 
people and events. 

To use sources to 
address historically 
valid questions. 
 
To recognise that 
our knowledge of 
the past is 
constructed from 
different sources of 
evidence. 
 
To recognise that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist. 
 
To describe some of 
the ways the past 
can be represented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To use sources to 
address historically 
valid questions and 
hypotheses. 
 
To recognise how 
sources of evidence 
are used to make 
historical claims. 
 
To recognise why 
some events 
happened and what 
happened as a 
result. 
 
To identify 
historically 
significant people 
and events in 
different situations. 

To use a wider 
range of sources as 
a basis for research 
to answer questions 
and to test 
hypotheses. 
 
To recognise how 
our knowledge of 
the past is 
constructed from a 
range of sources. 
 
To evaluate sources 
and make simple 
inferences. 
 
To choose relevant 
sources of evidence 
to support particular 
lines of enquiry. 

To discuss and 
debate historical 
issues. 
 
To use appropriate 
vocabulary when 
discussing and 
describing historical 
events. 
 
To construct 
responses to 
historical questions 
and hypotheses that 
involve selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
including dates and 
terms. 
 
To choose relevant 
ways to 
communicate 
historical findings. 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

how, why, because how, why, because, 
find out, I wonder 
what/if/when/why 

questions, find out, 
evidence, collect, 
observe, history, 
information, 
research, sources, 
artefacts, 
objects, historians, 
investigate 

questions, 
wonder, find out, 
evidence, collect,  
opinion, points of 
view, historical, 
information, 
research, sources of 
information, 
resources, artefacts, 
objects, historians, 
investigate 

questions, 
wonder, find out, 
evidence, collect, 
points of view, 
opinion, historical, 
information, reliable, 
continuity, change, 
research, sources of 
information, 
resources, artefacts, 
objects, historians, 
investigate 

questions, 
wonder, find out, 
evidence, collect, 
points of view, 
opinion, historical, 
information, reliable, 
continuity, change, 
research, sources of 
information, primary, 
secondary, 
resources, artefacts, 
objects, historians, 
investigate 

questions, 
wonder, find out, 
evidence, collect, 
points of view, 
opinion, historical, 
information, reliable, 
continuity, change, 
research, sources of 
information, primary, 
secondary, 
resources, artefacts, 
objects, historians, 
investigate, 
evaluate, debate 



History Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Communication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To begin to make 
sense of their own 
life-story and 
family’s history. 
 
To talk about the 
lives of the people 
around them and 
their roles in society. 
 

To describe special 
or significant events. 
 
To retell simple 
stories or events 
from the past. 
 
To use simple 
historical terms. 
 

To talk about what / 
who was significant 
in simple historical 
accounts. 
 
To demonstrate 
simple historical 
concepts and 
events through role-
play, drawing and 
writing. 
 
To use a variety of 
simple historical 
terms and concepts. 
 

To discuss some 
historical events, 
issues, connections 
and changes. 
 
To select and 
organise historical 
information to 
present in a range 
of ways. 
 
To use relevant 
historical terms and 
vocabulary linked to 
chronology. 

To discuss 
significant aspects 
of, and connections 
between, different 
historical events. 
 
To select and 
organise relevant 
historical 
information to 
present in a range 
of ways. 
 
To use relevant and 
appropriate 
historical terms and 
vocabulary linked to 
chronology. 

To regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions and 
hypotheses. 
 
To give some 
reasons for 
contrasting 
arguments and 
interpretations of the 
past. 
 
To describe the 
impact of historical 
events and changes 
 
To recognise that 
some events, 
people and changes 
are judged as more 
significant than 
others. 

To acknowledge 
contrasting 
evidence and 
opinions when 
discussing and 
debating historical 
issues. 
 
To use appropriate 
vocabulary when 
discussing, 
describing and 
explaining historical 
events. 
 
To construct 
informed responses 
to historical 
questions and 
hypotheses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
including 
appropriate dates 
and terms. 
 
To choose the most 
appropriate way of 
communicating 
different historical 
findings. 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

life story, family 
history, retell  

special events, 
retell, stories 

significant events, 
discuss, retell, 
roleplay 

discuss, historical 
events, connections, 
changes 

discuss, historical 
events, connections, 
changes, select, 
organise 

discuss, historical 
events, connections, 
changes, 
interpretation, 
impact, significance, 
questions, 
hypotheses 

discuss, historical 
events, connections, 
changes, 
interpretation, 
impact, significance, 
questions, informed 
responses, 
hypotheses, debate 

 


