
 
 
 
 
 

 

Art progression in knowledge & skills document 
 

Responding to 
Art strand 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can explore the 
work of a range 
of artists. 
I can describe the 
work of famous, 
notable artists 
and designers.  
I can express an 
opinion on the 
work of famous 
artists.  
I can use 
inspiration from 
famous artists to 
create my own 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 

I can explore the 
work of a range of 
artists. 
I can describe the 
work of famous, 
notable artists and 
designers.  
I can express an 
opinion on the 
work of famous 
artists.  
I can use 
inspiration from 
famous artists to 
create my own 
work. 

I can describe the 
work of notable 
artists, craft 
makers and 
designers, 
identifying 
similarities and 
differences. 
I can express an 
opinion on the 
work of famous 
artists.  
I can use 
inspiration from 
famous artists to 
create my own 
work. 

I can use 
inspiration for the 
work of famous 
artists.  
I can replicate 
some of the 
techniques used by 
notable artists, 
craft makers and 
designers. 
I can express an 
opinion on the 
work of famous 
artists.  
 
 

I can explore the 
roles and purposes 
of artists, craft 
makers and 
designers working in 
different times and 
cultures. 
I can use inspiration 
for the work of 
famous artists.  
I can express an 
opinion on the work 
of famous artists.  
I can refer to the 
techniques and 
effects artists have 
used. 

I can describe, 
interpret and explain 
the work, ideas and 
working practices of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers, 
designers and 
architects. 
I can use inspiration 
for the work of 
famous artists.  
I can express an 
opinion on the work of 
famous artists.  
I can refer to the 
techniques and effects 
artists have used. 

I can talk about the 
artist’s work in some 
detail. 
I can remember facts 
about the artists lives.  
I can name a piece of 
work by the artist, 
designer or crafts 
person. 
I can create original 
pieces that show a 
range of influences 
and styles. 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mandala       
Natural Materials 
Dreamcatcher 
Seascape 
Technique      
Media 

Foreground 
Background  
Texture  
Abstract Art 

Concentric  

Aboriginal Art 

Dreamtime    

Symbols 

Techniques 
Skill 
 

Architect 
Architecture 
Aesthetics 
Decorative features 
Technical drawing 
Commissioned 
Dome 
Cathedral 

Seascape 
Techniques 
Texture 
Media 
 
 
 

Perspective 
Foreground 
Background 
Scale 
Proportion 
Techniques 
Styles 



Drawing Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can use a variety 
of drawing tools. 
I can draw 
different lines. 
I can notice 
different 
textures. 
I can draw and 
explore ideas 
from first hand 
observation. 
 
 

I can use a greater 
variety of drawing 
tools used. 
I can make 
different lines, 
shapes and 
different textures. 
I can show 
different tones by 
drawing light and 
dark lines. 
I can draw and 
explore ideas from 
first hand 
observation. 
I can use a sketch 
book to explore my 
ideas using 
different media to 
draw. 
 

I can observe and 
record shapes, 
patterns and 
textures found in 
objects. 
I can show 
different tones by 
drawing light and 
dark lines, shapes 
and patterns. 
I can draw and 
record ideas from 
first hand 
observations for a 
sustained period of 
time.  
 I can sketch to 
make quick 
drawings.  
 I can use a sketch 
book to explore my 
ideas using 
different media to 
draw.  

I can represent 
objects with 
correct 
proportions. 
I can use 
observational 
drawings as 
opening studies for 
more developed 
work. 
I can plan, refine 
and alter my 
drawings as 
necessary. 
I can use different 
media to achieve 
variations in line, 
texture, tone, 
shape and pattern. 
I can use 
sketchbooks to 
record, and collect 
ideas, including 
close observational 
work 

I can make a variety 
of lines and marks 
with a wide range of 
implements – pencil, 
crayon, wax, pens. 
I can alter and refine 
my drawings and 
describe changes 
using art vocabulary.  
 I can collect images 
and ideas in my 
sketchbook.  
I can use scale and 
proportion. 
I can work on a 
variety of scales. 
I can use 
sketchbooks to 
record, and collect 
ideas, including close 
observational work 

I can begin to use 
simple perspective in 
my work. 
I can develop close 
observational skills 
using a variety of view 
finders. 
I can produce 
increasingly accurate 
drawings. 
I can explore colour 
mixing and blending 
with coloured pencils 
and pastels. 
I can explore line, 
tone, pattern, texture, 
colour and shape. 
I can use sketchbooks 
to record, and collect 
ideas, including close 
observational work 
 

I can use a wide 
variety of ways to 
make different marks. 
a choice of techniques 
to depict movement, 
perspective, shadows 
and reflection. 
I can begin to use 
simple perspective in 
my work. 
I have an awareness of 
scale and proportion. I 
have a sense of 
foreground, middle 
ground and 
background. 
I can identify artists 
who have worked in a 
similar way to myself. 
I can use greater 
accuracy in my work. 
I can use sketchbooks 
to record, and collect 
ideas, including close 
observational work. 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Observational 

drawing           

Sketch             

Details             

Mirror image   

Tone                  

Lines 

  
  

 

Observational 

drawing             

Tone                 

Blend    

Combination     

Lines                  

Shape             

Pattern                

Botany 
Sketch 
Observational 
drawing 
Proportion 
 

Replicate 
Technical drawing 
Details 
Decorative elements 
 

Observational sketch 
Viewfinder 
Perspective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Observational drawing 
Realistic 
Proportion 
Scale 
 



Painting Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can explore and 
mix and recognise 
the primary 
colours. 
I can investigate 
ways of 
applying paint 
using a 
variety of tools 
including 
brushes and 
sponges. 
I can use paint on 
different 
surfaces, in 
different ways 
and talk about 
what is 
happening. 

I can identify 
primary colours by 
name. 
I can mix primary 
shades and tones. 
I can use thick and 
thin brushes. 
 

I can identify 
primary and 
secondary colours 
by name. 
I can mix primary 
and secondary 
shades and tones. 
I can use a range of 
tools e.g. different 
sized brushes, 
sponges etc. 
I can experiment 
with tools and 
techniques. 

I can mix primary 
and secondary 
shades, tint and 
tones, changing 
shade and tone 
using black and 
white. 
I can use paint to 
produce washes for 
backgrounds. 
 

I can mix colours 
depending on what I 
need. 
I can experiment 
with different effects 
and colour, washes 
creating textural 
effects. 
I can use a number 
of brush techniques 
using thick and thin 
brushes to produce 
different effects such 
as shapes, texture, 
patterns and lines 
I understand pairs of 
complementary 
colours. 
I can use specific 
colour language and 
describe my work 
using tint, shade and 
tone. 

I can carry out 
preliminary studies 
trying out different 
media and mixing 
appropriate colours. 
I can use the words 
primary and 
secondary, warm and 
cold, complementary 
and contrasting to 
describe colours. 
I can use a number of 
techniques to create 
effect e.g. sponging, 
flicking, blowing 
I can identify artists 
who have worked in a 
similar way.  
I can use my 
sketchbook to collect 
ideas from different 
sources, plan, try out 
ideas and to start to 
develop my own style.  

I can combine colours, 
create shades, tones 
and tints. 
I can choose colours 
which work well 
together and explain 
why I have chosen 
them. 
I can use brush 
techniques and the 
qualities of paint to 
create texture. 
I can identify artist 
who have worked in a 
similar way.  
I can use my 
sketchbook to collect 
ideas from different 
sources, plan, try out 
ideas and adapt my 
work, to start to 
develop my own style.  

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary colours 
Shades 
Tones 

Earth Colours 
Texture           
Shades              
Tones            
Primary and 
secondary colours 

Tone 
Tint 
Shade 
Primary and 
secondary colours 
Foreground 
Background 
 

Textural effects 
Brush techniques 
Primary and 
secondary colours 
Complementary 
colours 
Colour wash 

Preliminary studies 
Media 
Techniques 
Sponging 
Spraying 
Flicking 
Primary, secondary 
and tertiary colours 
Experimentation 
Technique 
 
 

Preliminary studies 
Media 
Techniques 
Primary, secondary 
and tertiary colours 
Experimentation 
Tone 
Shade 
Complementary 
colours 
Analogous colours 



3D Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can manipulate 
a range of 
materials e.g. 
clay, plasticine 
I can experiment 
with different 
techniques 
including rolling 
and kneading. 
I can investigate 
techniques for 
joining materials 
using glue and 
tape. 
I can safely use a 
range of tools, 
materials and 
techniques to 
create models 
I can construct a 
model with a 
purpose in mind. 

I can work on a 
larger scale when 
appropriate. 
I can show 
sufficient control to 
combine and 
manipulate 
materials for the 
purpose intended. 
I can safely use a 
range of tools, 
materials and 
techniques. 
 
 

I can manipulate 
malleable material 
in a variety of ways 
e.g. rolling, 
kneading, shaping 
and patterning. 
I can manipulate it 
for a purpose e.g. 
pots, tiles. 
I can safely use a 
range of tools, 
materials and 
techniques. 

I can create surface 
patterns and 
textures in 
malleable material. 
I can join clay using 
slip and I can 
construct a simple 
base for extending. 
I can safely use a 
range of tools, 
materials and 
techniques. 

  I can use tools to carve 
and add shapes, 
texture and pattern in 
malleable media. 
I can develop skills in 
clay – slabs, coil, slips 
etc. 
I can safely use a 
range of tools, 
materials and 
techniques. 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Weave               
Loom                
Warp threads   
Weft threads 
Simple frame 

Rolling        

Kneading      

Shaping and 

patterning 

Manipulate 

 

Slip 
Sculpture 
Form 
Manipulate 
Malleable 
Textures 
 

  Score 
Slip 
Sculpt 
Crosshatching 
Clay coils 
Carve 
Manipulate 
Malleable 
Form 
Rolling 
Kneading 



Textiles Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can decorate a 
piece of fabric. 
 

I can make a 
simple weaving, 
using 
scarves/ribbons 
on a bike 
wheel/fence 

I can weave on 
simple frames for 
different effects. 

 I can explore the 
properties of 
fabrics and textile 
materials. 
I can join, position 
and manipulate 
materials. 
I can add 
decoration using 
beads, buttons, 
feathers etc. 

I can shape and 
stitch materials – 
cutting and joining. 
I can apply 
decoration using a 
needle and thread. 
I can develop skills in 
stitching – use 
running stitch, back 
stitch and cross 
stitch 
I can use a range of 
embellishment 
techniques e.g. 
embroidery, 
applique. 

I can experiment with 
a range of media to 
overlap and layer 
creating textures, 
effects and colours. 
I can use different 
grades of threads and 
needles. 
I can use a number of 
different 
stitches creatively to 
produce different 
patterns and textures. 

 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Weave               
Loom                
Warp threads   
Weft threads 
Simple frame 

 Wet felting 
Wool fibres 
Threads 
Sequins 
Bubble wrap 
Embellishment 
Manipulate 
Decoration 
Malleable 
Rolling 
Kneading 
Shaping 

Stitches – running, 
back stitch, cross 
stitch 
Embellishment 
Embroidery 
Applique 
Decoration 

Adorn 
Paper pattern 
Running stitch, chain 
stitch, blanket stitch 
Embellishment 
Sequins 

 



Collage Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can make 
collages of reds, 
blues and 
yellows. 
I can create my 
own collages 
using shapes and 
primary colours. 
I can create 
outdoor collages. 

I can use a 
combination of 
materials inc. 
photocopied 
materials, fabric, 
plastic, tissue, 
magazines, crepe, 
paper etc. that are 
cut, torn and glued. 
I can fold, crumple, 
tear and overlap. 
I can sort, arrange 
and glue materials. 
I can add texture 
by mixing 
materials. 

I can use a variety 
of media to make a 
picture. 
I can add collage to 
a painted 
background. 
 

I can experiment 
with a range of 
media and 
techniques such as 
tearing, layering, 
overlapping etc. to 
create images and 
texture. 
I can select and 
arrange materials 
for striking effect. 
I can create a 
mosaic using the 
correct technique. 

I can add collage to a 
background. 
I can select and 
arrange materials for 
striking effect. 
I can use tessellation 
as a technique. 
I can select colours 
and materials to 
create effect, giving 
reasons for my 
choices. 

I can use a range of 
media to create 
collage and 
experiment with 
texture and arranging 
materials with 
purpose to create 
effect. 
I can add collage to a 
painted, printed or 
drawn background. 
I can use different 
techniques, colours 
and textures etc. 
when designing and 
making pieces of 
work. 

I can use a range of 
media to create 
collage and 
experiment with 
texture and arranging 
materials with 
purpose to create 
effect.  
I can add collage to a 
painted, printed or 
drawn background. 
I can use different 
techniques, colours 
and textures etc. 
when designing and 
making pieces of 
work. 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fold              

Crumple             

Tear               

Overlap                 

Cut                      

Torn                 

Glued 

  

 

Silhouette  
 

  

 

Tearing 
Layering 
Overlapping 
Striking effect 
Texture 
Collage 
 
 

Template 
Decorate 
Striking effect 
Collage 
 

Overlap 
Layer 
Collage 
Textures 
Realistic effects 

Overlap 
Layering 
Collage 
Textures 
Striking effect 
Realistic effects 
 



Printing Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can print with 
different objects.  
I can make 
rubbings.  
I can make a very 
simple pattern. 

I can make a print 
using a variety of 
materials e.g. 
sponge, leaves, 
fruit/ veg blocks 
etc. 
  

I can use a range of 
hard and soft 
objects to create 
simple mono 
prints. 
I can press, roll, rub 
and stamp to make 
prints. 
I can use a variety 
of materials to 
create patterns and 
textures. 
I can build a 
repeating pattern. 

I can create 
printing blocks 
using an impressed 
method. 
I can use more than 
one colour to layer 
in a print. 
I can develop work 
from initial studies 
and investigations. 
 
 

I can replicate 
patterns observed in 
natural or built 
environments. 
I can make a relief 
printing block using 
layers of colour. 
I can print using a 
variety of materials, 
objects and 
techniques. 
I can explore what 
effect a relief print 
has on shape and 
texture in my sketch 
book. 
 I can use a printing 
block to make 
repeated patterns 
with precision. 
I can approach work 
in stages to use 
simple processes to 
make more complex 
designs. 

 I can explore printing 
techniques used by 
different artists. 
I can explain and 
demonstrate relief 
printing techniques. 
I can build layers of 
colour and texture. 
I can choose inks and 
overlay colours 
I can create printing 
blocks by simplifying 
an initial sketch idea. 
I can use a range of 
printing techniques 
with greater accuracy.  
I can create and 
arrange patterns with 
accuracy. 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Press                          
Roll                               
Rub                             
Stamp                     

Printing 
Repeating       

Press                    
Roll                       
Rub                   
Stamp  
 

Printing 
Repeating  
Press 
Polystyrene tile 
 

Pattern 
Technique 
Rotation 
Reflection 
Symmetry 
Stencil 
Template 
Process 
Complex design 

 Relief 
Lino print 
Ben Day Dots 
Overlay colours 
Printing blocks 
Layers 

 



 

Evaluating Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can explain 
processes that I 
have used. 

I can review what I 
have done and say 
what I think and 
feel about it. 

I can say what I 
think or feel about 
my own and 
others’ work. 
I can identify what 
I might change in 
my current work 
or develop in 
future work. 

I can compare 
ideas, methods 
and approaches in 
my own and 
others’ work. 
I can adapt and 
refine my work to 
reflect a purpose. 
I can discuss my 
own work, 
expressing 
thoughts and 
feelings, and using 
what I know about 
artists and their 
techniques.  

I can adapt my 
work and describe 
how I might 
develop it further. 
I can annotate 
work in my 
sketchbook. 
 

I can evaluate my 
own and others’ 
work explaining 
and justifying 
reasons. 
I can review my 
own work and the 
work of others to 
help me develop. 

I can analyse and 
comment on my own 
ideas, methods and 
approaches. 
I can make on-going 
revisions, refining my 
work often, to move 
towards an end point. 
I can review my own 
work and the work of 
others to help me 
develop. 

Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell 
Think 
Feel 

Think                  
Feel                     
Identify           
Develop        
Review 

Review 
Think 
Feel 
Identify 
Develop 

Compare 
Adapt 
Refine 
Review 

Identify 
Compare 
Refine 
Adapt 
Review 
Evaluate 
Annotate 
Develop 

Evaluate 
Explain 
Justify 
Adapt 
Improve 
Review 
Annotate 
Develop 
Refine 

Evaluate 
Explain 
Justify 
Adapt 
Improve 
Review 
Annotate 
Develop 
Refine 
On-going revisions 
Comment 

 


