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NEW WHOLE SCHOOL REWARD SYSTEM 
For many years, we have used the same whole school reward system where children collected 
daily stamps for good behavior and learning. This has run alongside classroom reward 
systems. Extra stamps were given for extra reads, extra effort, good manners around school 
etc. Certificates were awarded each time the children received 100 stamps. On receipt of 1,2,3 
and 4000 stamps the children gained stars to wear on their jumpers/cardigans. 
After reviewing this system with the staff and children, we feel that it is no longer having the 
impact that we want it to, therefore have devised a new whole school reward system. 
This new rewards system is due to be launched with the children just before half term and will 
officially begin when we return to school after half term. The new reward system is linked to 
house points and is a team reward system rather than an individual one.  All of the children 
across school will be placed in different house teams named after a famous British Olympian or 
Paralympian  - of course Dame Kelly Holmes will feature after her inspirational visit to our 
school a few years ago. 
The children will earn house points in a similar way to the stamps for doing good work, trying 
their best, being resilient, behaving well, completing all of their reads and homework etc. At the 
end of each term, the team with the most house points will be rewarded. A final reward at the 
end of the school year, which will be linked to sport’s day, will be shared with the overall 
winning team.  A running total of results will be on display in the old hall so it can eventually be 
viewed daily by all of our children. A tally of results will also be shared in our online assemblies 
with all of the children. This will aim to motivate the children to gain extra team points to help 
them increase their team’s place on the leaderboard.  
Once we have the system embedded, we will be appointing team captains for each house. This 
will allow us to extend the pupil leadership opportunities which we offer in school alongside 
roles such as buddies, school council, sports ambassadors and librarians.  
We are really excited about our new house point system and know that the children will be too. 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 
It is with great sadness that I inform you that Mrs Stokes will be leaving Holme Valley at half 
term. Mrs Stokes has worked at Holme Valley for 14 years and has helped lots of children    
during her time at our school. Mrs Stokes also works as a hairdresser and is going to focus on 
this job rather than being a Teaching Assistant. I am sure you will join me in thanking 
and wishing Mrs Stokes well in her new role as full time hairdresser.  
 
We have appointed Miss Jaques to replace Mrs Stokes and look forward to welcoming her into 
the Holme Valley team. 
 
Mr Welch completed his teacher training at Holme Valley last year. He was based in class with 
Mrs Lonsdale. We have appointed Mr Welch on a temporary basis to work in school to help the 
teachers support your children to catch up on their missed learning following lockdown.  

COVID-19 
Your household must self-isolate immediately if anyone has any symptoms of coronavirus (a 
high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste). 
  
To ensure that we are fully prepared in case of a positive test of a pupil over a weekend, we 
have set up a new email address. The email address covid@holmevalley.n-lincs.sch.uk is to be 
used over a weekend or school holiday only to report a positive test. This email address will not 
be checked during the normal school week. If your child does test positive, we will need to 
know the day they got their positive test and the day that their symptoms started to share with 
public health who will inform us of the next steps.  

GOVERNING BOARD 
This term we have reviewed the structure of our governing board and have decided to have two 
of our governors co chairing the board. Our two chairs for the academic year 2020-21 are Mrs 
Meeson and Mrs Moorhouse. Our newly elected vice chair is Mr Trippitt. The board have also 
co-elected Mr Joe Stoney to our board of governors. He will bring a wealth of skills to the 
school and be our link governor for e-safety and computing.  
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SMOKING 
We have continued to get emails of concern around parents smoking at our school entrance and exit gates.  Our 
school, which is a North Lincs Council premises, is a no smoking site. Although the path outside the school is not 
on our school premises, please could we kindly request that parents/carers refrain from smoking at the gates so 
that all of our children and their families are not subject to the harmful effects of passive smoking as they arrive 
and leave school each day.  

READING ROLE MODELS 
Male family members - can you help?  
At Holme Valley, we continue to promote a love of reading and we'd love to create a display with lots of male  
reading role models. If you enjoy reading, we would love you to take a photograph of yourself reading a book, a 
magazine, the newspaper or whatever you like and send it in to school to form part of our display. Please email 
your photos to admin.holmevalley@n-lincs.sch.uk  

SPELLING SHED 
This half term, we have begun to use Spelling Shed in most year groups  as a way to test children's weekly    
spellings. Whilst there have been a few technical issues, this system is working very well and is supporting   
teachers with their assessments. We understand that some children are sometimes frustrated if they make a    
typing error when completing their test, however, rest assured it is clear to the teacher if this has happened. 
Please encourage your child to continue to practise their spellings on Spelling Shed as this will allow them        
sufficient time to practise using the app, as well as learning their spellings.   

DIARY DATES 
Friday 23 October    School closes for half term 
Monday 2 November   Children return to school 
Wednesday 9 December   Christmas Dinner Day 
Wednesday 9 December   Christmas Jumper Day 
Monday 14 December   Reception & Y3 Christmas Party 
Tuesday 15 December   Y1 & Y2 Christmas Party 
Wednesday 16 December   Y6 Christmas Party 
Thursday 17 December   Y4 & Y5 Christmas Party 
Thursday 17 December   School closes for Christmas 

READ, WRITE, INC 

As many of you will be aware, we have recently started using Read Write Inc. as our phonics program. We are 

really pleased with how this is going and feel that we have got off to a great start. We have been fortunate to have 

been able to purchase all of the resources that the teachers and the children need in order to make the program a 

success. This has cost the school thousands of pounds but we feel is money well spent as it will benefit so many 

children. It is therefore really important that the resources are looked after well so that we have enough for all of 

the children that need them. Please can you ensure that books sent home are looked after and brought back into 

school each day so that they can be changed when needed and so that children do not have to go without the  

books that they need. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated food for our Harvest       

Festival. It has all been donated to a local food bank and will benefit  

local families. 
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